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STUDYING THE PECULIARITIES OF EDUCATION
DEVELOPMENT IN JAPAN (IN TERMS OF PRIMARY EDUCATION)

The article presents statistical data of the dynamics of Japan’s education development, in particular, the dynamics

of the development of Japan’s educational institutions and the dynamics of the amount of Japanese students and
schoolchildren are shown. The analysis of the statistical data proves that children in Japan study at national, private
and municipal schools. It should be noted that most children study at municipal schools. The paper also demonstrates
the dynamics of changes in expenses in the millions of yen for education in Japan. Based on the data obtained it can be
noted that the dynamics of the education development over these years has significantly improved. The following rec-
ommendations for the implementation of Japanese progressive ideas and the experience of modernizing primary school
teacher’s training into the educational process of Ukraine have been suggested: formation of future teachers’ research
and development culture (training of a teacher-researcher) on the basis of applying the research-focused approach in
the educational process and establishing research departments; improvement of the system of acquiring qualifications
and the right to teach at primary school (certification, qualification examination, exam for testing moral qualities, test
results are taken into account over seven years, introduction of new subjects into the curricula of universities’ pedagog-
ical departments, etc.
Keywords: education, educational institutions, students, teachers, dynamics of development, Ukraine, Japan.

Introduction

Nowadays, the world faces the processes of increas-
ing internationalization and globalization which have a
transformative influence on economic conditions and
forms of educational activity organization. An important
feature of modernity is the growing role of education in
social development and establishment of its post-
industrial paradigm. Under the influence of the two trends
— society globalization and informatization, education is
being transformed and is gaining new meaning, content
and form of organization, new skills are generated: the
capability of lifelong learning; the ability to work with
large blocks of information; information and communica-
tion technologies (ICT); creativity; teamwork ability;
diversification of funding sources (from predominantly
state source to university’s income sources) and universi-
ty activity (parallel education, network universities, dis-
tance education); internationalization and globalization of
education (unification of educational content on interna-
tional scale, recognition of diplomas, formation of the
world market of educational services, growth of the for-
eign students number, the emergence of universities world
rankings [1, p. 8-10].
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The main objectives and aim of organizing modern
professional training of Japanese teachers may be suffi-
ciently understandable and complete if considering the
historical process of the Institute of pedagogical staff
training formation, which has been created over the last
one hundred and fifty years. [2].

The works of Japanese and domestic researchers
(K. Isidzak, O. Takachi, W. Hoy and S. Miskel, A. Yoneza-
wa, R. Heiher, M. Murasawa, O. Ozerska, L. Halahan,
V. Yelmanova, L. Aizikova, M. Rodionov, M. Zaburdaieva,
N. Pohrebniak, A. Dzhurynskyi et al.) highlight to some
extent the issues of organizing the educational process at the
universities of Japan.

The aim of the study is to carry out a holistic scien-
tific analysis of progressive ideas of Japan’s education
development, to provide statistical data on the dynamics
of this country’s education development and to justify the
possibilities of creative use of the progressive ideas about
this experience at higher educational institutions of
Ukraine.

The basis for the scientific research is the formulated
provisions concerning the dynamics of Japanese educa-
tional institutions development, in particular, innovative
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approaches to primary school teachers; person’s focus on
self-improvement; fundamental ideas of comparative
works devoted to the modern needs of innovative educa-
tion.

Discussion

In his works T. Levovytskyi [3, p. 90-94; 4, p. 65-
76] argues that the belief about the need for changes in
education is accompanied by serious ideas that emphasize
the need for changes in the teacher’s profession and work.
After all, the level of teachers’ training, their professional
activity to a large extent demonstrate the state of educa-
tion, its level and social effects. The scientist raises the
question of the nature of future changes in teacher’s pro-
fession and proves that in a hierarchical society, which
has existed for ages, there is an observable process of
adaptation of the next generations to the ruling system,
social life conditions which strengthens the structure of
the society as well as its hierarchical structure, contributes
to its stabilization.
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Almost 70% of Japanese graduates finishing second-
ary school continue to study at universities making Japan
one of the most educated countries in the world.

Japanese universities differ from each other in terms
of amount of students contingent, training direction, mate-
rial and technical resources, and prestige in the society.

Here are some statistical data on the dynamics of Ja-
pan’s education development over the period from 1950
to nowadays which is presented in the tables and figures
below.

Fig. 1.1. presents the dynamics of the development
of Japanese educational institutions: nursery schools —
primary schools — universities (data on nursery schools
were used to observe the continuity in education and
upbringing of Japanese children). As far as nursery
schools are concerned, there were only 2100 schools in
1950, their number intensively increases and reaches the
maximum in 1990 (15076) [5].
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Fig. 1.1. Dynamics of Japanese educational institutions’ development

Following this stage, the number of these educational
institutions is somewhat reduced (in our opinion, this is
conditioned by the demographic factor in connection with a
significant increase in the number of nuclear families and the
increase in women’s social activity) and reaches 13 thousand
in 2012. The total number of nursery schools increased by
almost 7 times. This statistics remains unchanged until now
(2016). The number of primary schools in 1950 reached 26
thousand, and in 1960 — 27 thousand. There is a tendency to
decrease observed in the following years, especially since
2000 up to now — 21 thousand. In case of universities, their
number over the analyzed period was gradually increasing
from 201 in 1950 to 783 in 2016 [5].
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The statistical data summarised in Fig. 1.2 on the
dynamics of changes in the number of children at nursery
schools, primary schoolchildren and university students
prove the following: the number varies according to the
number of educational institutions: the number of nursery
schoolchildren increased from 225 thousand to 1.6 mil-
lion; the number of primary schoolchildren decreased
from 13 million to 7 million; the number of university
students has significantly increased (from 225 thousand in
1950 to 3 million in 2012 and is currently the same
(2016).
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Universities

Fig. 1. 2. Dynamics of the number of Japanese schoolchildren and students

We also analyzed the dynamics of the number of
primary schoolchildren at different types of schools. The
analysis of the statistical data in Table 1.1 shows that
children in Japan study at national, private and municipal
schools. It should be noted that most children study at
municipal schools: their largest number was in 1963 (12
million people), somewhat lower in 1980 (11.7 million).
Later the number decreased from 9391425 children to 7
thousand. The number of children at national schools has

changed from 47 thousand to 43 thousand during 1960
and until now; in private schools the number of primary
schoolchildren gradually increased from 49 thousand in
1960 to 67 thousand in 2000; in 2010 their number was
79 thousand, and in 2011 until now, respectively, 79
thousand and 78.6 thousand. Thus, the number of school-
children at national and private schools is relatively small.
In general, for various reasons the total number of school-
children at schools has decreased by almost 2 times [6].

Table 1.1.

Number of children at Japanese primary schools of different types

Academic year National Schools Municipal Schools Private schools

1960 45.968 12.495.514 49.198
1970 47.215 9.391.425 54.845
1980 46.144 11.720.694 59.735
1990 47.304 9.262.201 63.790
2000 47.288 7.251.265 67.526
2010 45.016 6.869.318 79.042
2011 44.580 6.763.713 78.999
2012

2016 43.257 6.642.721 78.641

Let us consider the dynamics of changes in the number
of primary school and university teachers. The analysis of
the statistical data summarised in Fig. 1.3 shows that the
number of primary school teachers was changing over 1950
up to now, thus: it increased from 305 thousand people in
1950 to 468 thousand in 1980 (by 1,5 times); further, it was
decreasing from 444 thousand people in 1990 to 408 thou-
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sand in 2000, and then it was changing over 2005 until now
from 417 thousand people to 420 thousand. At the same
time, the number of university teachers significantly in-
creased from 12 thousand people to 177 thousand, which
corresponds to the number of students and the dynamics of
Japanese universities [5].
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Fig. 1.3. Dynamics of changes in the number of primary school teachers and university teachers in Japan

Important statistical data are presented in Table 1.2
that reflects the dynamics of changes in the number of
primary school teachers according to the age [7]. Accord-
ing to the statistical data summarised in it, there is some
dynamics of rejuvenation of the teaching staff from 25 to
35 years old. So, the number of men under 25 in 2004 was
1.5%, and in 2007 — 1.9%, but in 2010 it was 2.5% of the
total number, and women, respectively: 2.4 %, 3.3%,
3.8%; the age from 25 to 30 was typical of men: in 2004 it
was 6.2%, 7.7% in 2007, 8.9% at present, and women,
respectively, 7.1%, 9,1%, 10.9%. At the same time, we

note that the number of women in all age groups from 25
to 35 exceeded the number of men. The age groups of 35
to 50 in Japanese primary schools revealed a tendency of
decrease in the number of both male and female primary
school teachers. Thus, at the age of 40-50 the number of
male primary school teachers in 2004 was 16.7%, in 2007
—14.1%, but at present it is 11.8%, the number of women,
respectively: 15.9%, 14.3%, 12.9%. But it should be not-
ed that the number of female primary school teachers
basically prevails over the number of male teachers.

Table 1.2.

The number of Japanese primary school teachers (men and women) according to their age

Men (%) Women (%)
Teachers’ age 2004 2007 Present time | 2004 2007 Present time
(2016) (2016)

till 25 15 1.9 2.5 2.4 3.3 3.8
25-30 6.2 1.7 8.9 7.1 9.1 10.9
30-35 9.7 8.9 9.8 10.1 9.5 10.3
35-40 12.8 11.0 10.3 13.7 11.7 10.6
40-45 16.7 14.1 11.8 15.9 14.3 12.9
45-50 20.6 18.6 15.7 23.0 18.4 15.2
50-55 17.6 20.1 21.0 18.1 21.2 20.5
55-60 13.7 16.1 18.0 9.2 11.7 14.7

Based on the analysis of the official statistics we
found that in the age groups from 50 to 60 there is a ten-
dency of the increase in the number of both men and
women working with pupils at primary schools. In partic-
ular, the number of men increased from 17.6% to 21.0%,
women — from 18.1% to 20.5% in the age group of 50-55.
The highest percentage of working men and women is in
the age group of 40-55. It is worth noting that the percent-
age of primary school teachers gradually increases, rang-
ing from the age group of 25-30, and continues to 45-55;
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further, the number of teachers begins to decrease, start-
ing from the age of 50 and after the age of 60 there is a
small number of primary school teachers, which proves
general rejuvenation of the number of primary school
teachers and the prevalence of teachers aged from 40 to
55. It should also be emphasized that female teachers
generally outnumber the male ones in the age group of 25
to 55, starting from the age of 55, the number of male
primary school teachers predominates.




Now, let us analyze educational expenses in Japan.
The data, summarized in Fig. 1.4, show that the Japanese
Ministry of Education provides significant funds for pri-
mary education (from 6.2 million yen to 6.3 million yen),
for universities — from 3.5 million yen to 4.1 million yen
each year over 2005 and up to present [5].
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Summarizing the characteristics of primary school
teachers’ training we present the statistical data on the
dynamics of Japan’s education development over the
period from 1950 up to now (2016). Based on these data,
we emphasize that the dynamics of education develop-
ment over these years has improved significantly.
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Fig. 1.6. Dynamics of Japanese educational expenses’ changes in million yens

In accordance with the goals and laws of the Japa-
nese society development, the system of training primary
school teachers in Japan has its peculiarities, it is carried
out in connection with the social, political, economic and
cultural context. Professional training of primary school
teachers is considered as a systemic, multidisciplinary
phenomenon with its legislative base, educational institu-
tions and centers, teaching and methodological support.

Providing high-quality training of primary school
teachers is the key task of the Ukrainian higher educa-
tional school. Its development must be forward-looking,
responsive to all processes taking place in Ukraine and in
the world. The innovative direction of pedagogical educa-
tion provides conditions for the development, self-
affirmation and self-realization of personality throughout
life. Modernization of the national educational system
requires qualitative changes in the professional training of
primary school teachers. It is the qualitative transfor-
mations that enable a high level of pedagogical profes-
sionalism and social responsibility, and will contribute to
the formation of national consciousness, values orienta-
tions, future specialists’ moral qualities.

Primary school teachers’ training at the universities
of Japan has some peculiarities, namely: the key thing at
primary school is upbringing, creative organization of
extra-curricular activities; support and preservation of
cultural norms, values, customs, traditions and means of
upbringing; imitation and copying; learning at the edge of
each student’s ability; increased attention to the use of
ICT for the development of children’s cognitive and crea-
tive activity; training of future teachers at two levels —
Bachelor and Master.

Successful implementation of theoretically justified
system of primary school teachers’ vocational training
will enhance their professional competence improvement
and the quality of training of qualified specialists in ac-
cordance with public requirements and the needs for prac-
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tice, which is prognostically grounded in the new Law of
Ukraine «On Higher Education», adopted by the
Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine on July 1, 2014.

Among the prospects for the creative use of Japanese
progressive ideas and the experience of modernizing
primary school teacher’s training under the conditions of
reforming the domestic educational system we have sin-
gled out some recommendations that we propose to im-
plement into the process of training teachers for universi-
ties in Ukraine:

— formation of future teachers’ research and de-
velopment culture (training of a teacher-researcher) on the
basis of applying the research-focused approach in the
educational process and establishing research depart-
ments;

— improvement of the system of acquiring qualifi-
cations and the right to teach at primary school (certifica-
tion, qualification examination, exam for testing moral
qualities, test results are taken into account over seven
years), which encourages the teacher to be constantly
engaged in self-education;

— the experience of the Japanese educational sys-
tem with regard to the entry of beginner teachers in the
profession facilitates the transition of a university student
to the status of a primary school teacher;

—  partnership approach to the development of the
system “school-university”; establishing primary schools
in the structure of universities enabled creative implemen-
tation of the principles and updating of the methodology
of students’ performing teaching practice and approbation
of the principles and methods of teaching;

— technological approach to providing the effec-
tiveness of the educational process, primary school teach-
ers’ theoretical and practical training at universities;

— introduction of new subjects into the curricula of
universities’ pedagogical departments, in particular: de-
signing the educational environment within the frame-




work of the curriculum of higher education of cross-
education, media content as well as disciplines whose
curricula raises the issue of organizing lifelong learning
(autonomy and continuing education, life-long develop-
ment and self-education, continuing education, etc.),
inclusion of moral education elements in educational
programs, as well as various types of pedagogical practic-
es that are of a continuing nature.

Conclusions

Thus, according to the research outcomes, it can be
stated that Japanese education system of training primary
school teachers has its specific features and is carried out
according to social, political, economic and cultural con-
text. It is considered as a systemic, multidimensional
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national education system requires qualitative changes
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tive experience in the development of national education
of other countries, and Japan is considered to be a great
example.
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BUBUYEHHS CIIEIIU®IKA PO3BUTKY OCBITH ATOHIT (Y KOHTEKCTI IOYATKOBOI OCBITH)

Merta nocmimkeHHs — 3OIHCHATH HUTICHUN HayKOBHUH aHalli3 IPOTPECUBHUX 716 PO3BUTKY OCBITH SMOHII, HaBeCTH
CTaTHCTHYHI AaHI TUHAMIKH PO3BHUTKY OCBITH IIi€l KpaiHU Ta OOTPYHTYBAaTH MOKJIMBOCTiI TBOPUYOT'O BUKOPHUCTAHHS IIPO-
IPECUBHHX I7IeH IBOTO JOCBIJY y BHUIIMX HAaBUAJIBHUX 3aKjagax YKpaiHu. BiamoBigHO 10 1ijiei i 3aKOHOMipHOCTEH
PO3BHUTKY SAMOHCHKOTO CYCHUIBLCTBA CUCTEMA IMIATOTOBKH BUMTEIIIB MOYATKOBOI MIKOIK B SIMOHIT Mae 0COOIHUBOCTI, BOHA
3MIACHIOETHCS y B3aEMO3B’SA3KY 13 COIIAJIbHUM, MOJITHYHAM, CKOHOMIYHHM 1 KyJbTYpHHM KOHTEKCTOM. IIpodeciiina
MiZTOTOBKA BYUTEIIB MOYATKOBHUX KJIACIB PO3MIIAAAETHCS K CHCTEMHE, 0araToacreKTHE SBUIIE, [II0 M€ CBOIO 3aKOHO-
naBuy 0a3y, OCBITHI 3aKjaau i [CHTPH, HABYAIHLHO-METOANYHE 3a0e3MeueHHs. Y MiArOTOBIll BYUTENSI B YHIBEPCUTETAX
SmoHi1 BUSABIEHO OCOOIUBOCTI, @ caMe: y MOYaTKOBIH MIKOJII OCHOBHHUM € BUXOBAHHS, TBOpPYA OpTaHi3aIlis mo3aypoyHoi
TISUTEHOCTI; MiATpUMaHHS W 30epeXeHHs KYJNbTYpHHX HOpM, IIIHHOCTEH, 3BMYAiB, TPAAWIiH Ta 3ac00iB BUXOBaHHS,
HACNIAyBaHHS il KOMIIOBaHHS; HABYaHHSA Ha MEXi MOXJIMBOCTEH KOXKHOTO CTYICHTA; IOCHICHHS YBard 10 BUKOPUCTaH-
a1 IKT ams po3BUTKY mi3HaBaJIbHOI aKTUBHOCTI H TBOPUYOI AIsIIBHOCTI AiTeH; 3A1IICHEHHS MiITOTOBKH MalOYTHIX Teia-
TOTiB 3a JBOMa piBHAMH — OakanaBpa i Marictpa. J[o MepCcrIeKTHB TBOPYOTO BUKOPHCTAHHS SIMOHCHKUX MPOIPECUBHUX
imet 1 mocBimy MOJepHi3amii MiATOTOBKY BYUTENS MMOYATKOBOI IIKOJH B YMOBaX pe)OpMyBaHHS BITYU3HSHOI CHCTEMH
OCBITH HAaMH BHJIIJICHO TaKi peKOMEHJallii, sIKi MU MMPOMIOHYEMO BBECTH IIPH MiATOTOBIII BUUTEIIB B YHIBEPCUTETH YKpa-
fHM: (QopMyBaHHS HayKOBO-JOCITITHOI KyJbTYpU MaiOyTHIX yduTediB (IATOTOBKA BUUTEINS-IOCITITHHKA) HA OCHOBI
3aCTOCYBAaHHS Y HaBYaJbHO-BUXOBHOMY IPOLEC JOCIITHUIbKO-OPIEHTOBAHOTO MiIXO/AY Ta CTBOPEHHS (aKyJbTETiB
JIOCITIIHUIBKOT AisUTBHOCTI; YJOCKOHAJICHHSI cUCTeMU HaOyTTs KBaidikauii 1 mpaBa BHKJIaJaTH B MMOYATKOBIM MIKOJI
(ceprudikaris, kBanipikaiiH1i iICIIUT, eK3aMEH Ha NMepeBIpKYy MOPAIBHUX SIKOCTEH, pe3yabTaTH BUIIPOOyBaHb BPaxo-
BYIOTBCSI IEPEBAXKHO BIIPOJIOBK CEMHU POKIB), IO CIIOHYKAE MeJarora rMocTiiiHO 3aiiMaTHCsl CAaMOOCBITO0; BBEACHHS 110
HaBYAIBHUX IUIAHIB EAarorivyHuX GaKynbTeTiB YHIBEpPCUTETIB HOBUX HABYAIBHHX MPEIMETIB, 30KpeMa: MPOCKTYBaHHS
JIM3aifHy HaBYAJILHOIO CEPEAOBHILA B PaMKaX MPOrPaMy BUILOI OCBITH KPOC-OCBITH, Melia-KOHTEHTY, a TAKOXK THCLHII-
JIiH, 3TiTHO 3 HABYAJBGHUMH NPOrpaMaMu SKUX aHaJli3yeThCs MUTAaHHS OpraHi3alil HABYaHHS YHPOIOBXK XKHUTTS (ABTO-
HOMis 1 HerlepepBHE HaBUAHHS, TOBIYHUI PO3BUTOK 1 caMOHABYaHHS, HETIEPEPBHA OCBITa Ta iH.), mepeadadyeHHs B HAB-
YalbHHUX NPOrpamMax eJIeMEHTIB MOPaJbHOrO BHXOBAHHS, a TAaKOXX PI3HUX BHAIB NMEJAroridyHUX MPaKTHK, IO MAIOTh
HETIepEepPBHUI XapaKkTep TOLIO.
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