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DISPLAY OF BULLYING AMONG ATHLETES, NON-ATHLETES
AND RISK GROUP ADOLESCENTS

At school every child has to feel important and safe. But the reality is absolutely different. Lithuanian and foreign scientists state that at schools the scale of
aggressiveness and bullying is growing, and as it is proved by empirical research (Zaborskis, Vareikiené, 2008; Carlson, Cornell, 2008) that there are children who
constantly experience bullying by peers at school.

It is established that the frequency of experiencing bullying and bullying others at Lithuanian schools is higher than in other European countries. According to
International Schoolboys/girls Health and Living Research (1994-2002), in Lithuania every third adolescent is bullied by other adolescents 2-3 times per month or
more frequently. Almost the same amount of adolescents bully peers themselves (Zaborskis, Cirtautiené, Zemaitiené, 2005).

By the year of 2008 research also proved that no rare than 2—3 times per month bullying was experienced by more than half (52,3 percent) Lithuanian adolescents
who participated in the research, they were bullying victims of other adolescents (18,3 percent), or themselves bullied their adolescents (17,9 percent), or experienced
both (16,1 percent) (Zaborskis, Vareikiené, 2008).

Thus in recent years considerable attention is paid to researching adolescent aggressive behavior. Bullying intensity, forms, differences of gender,
consequences of personal psychosocial health (McGuckin & Lewis, 2006; San Antonio & Salzfass, 2007; Zaborskis, Vareikiene, 2008; Fleming, Jacobsen, 2009) are
being analyzed; and effective ways and means of solving this problemare being searched.

The aim of the research is to disclosure the influence of gender, after-school activity factors (going in for sports and attending children’s day centre) on the
frequency of experiencing bullying and performing bullying of peers by 5-10-grade adolescents.

The research tasks: 1) to determine the influence of gender, age, after-school activity factors (going in for sports and attendance of children day centre) on the
display of experiencing bullying by 5-10-grade adolescents; 2) to evaluate the influence of gender, age and after-school activity factors on the frequency of bullying
peers; 3) to disclosure dependence of the frequency of person’s experiencing bullying and performing bullying of peers.

For the research there was provided a questionnaire, based on the Bullyings questionnaire for schoolboys/girls (York, United Kingdom), which consists of 32
closed questions.

The research methods are analysis of scientific literature and questionnairing. For processing the gathered data SPSS program was used. There were selected
comparative groups samples according to W. C. VanVorhis and L. B. Morgan (2001) statistical research rules. To state the relation between variables we used the
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non-parametrical statistical associational analysis X method. The scale values of those who experienced bullying were unified with investigated implemented
bullying scale values, by codifying experience of bullying meaning to very offen and offen. The value of these scales connection is evaluated by Gamma coefficient.
Differences of bullying were statistically reliable, being no higher than 5 percent of error (p<0,05).

During the year of 2008 in the research there participated 411 5-10-grade adolescents (aged 12—15) from various Lithuanian schools. The testees were divided
into three groups: the first group — non-athletes, the second one — athlete adolescent and the third — risk groups adolescents.

There is a considerable amount of research on the display of bullying in literature. The frequency of bullying is being analyzed: American scientists (O‘Hanlon,
2006; Wilson, 2006) indicate that bullying is experienced by one of three schoolboys/girls from 6 till 10th grades; in Germany constant bullying is experienced by
about 8 percent of children and 22 percent — initiate them themselves (Targamadze, Valeckiené, 2007). In Lithuania, as mentioned above, bullying is experienced by 50
to 70 percent of children (Zaborskis, Vareikiené, 2008).

Scientists profoundly analyze the display of bullying forms. Lithuanian authors define such forms of bullying as direct (a child is attacked openly, offended by
his coevals) and indirect bullying (a person is hurt through not direct aggression). Besides, according to what kind of aggression is directed at the child, bullying is
divided into verbal, physical, and mixed ones (Povilaitis, Valiukevicitité, 2006). Foreign researchers (Wilson, 2006; San Antonio & Salzfass, 2007) divide bullying into
physical (beating, kicking), verbal (nicknaming, irritating) and psychological ones (social separation, compulsion, gossip dissemination).

At the moment in foreign countries and Lithuania a new form of bullying is often mentioned — bullying through internet — the use of phone and computers
aimed at sending by email sights and messages to torment or frighten others. Bullying by internet can quickly disseminate messages or sights for a large auditorium
and existing anonymity frequently makes it difficult to track them (Cyberbullying, 2007). Bullying by internet can continue 24 hours per day and can have long
influence on a child — psychological harm, being raised, is the same to being bullied at school. Schoolchildren who experienced bullying by internet are more inclined
to miss lessons, study badly and feel depressed (Wolfsberg, 2006). A. Zaborskis and I. Vareikiené (2008) state that open school bullying causes worse state of
health; lower satisfaction of life; and frequent head, stomach, back pains; sadness; irritability; nervous stress; somnolence; head dizziness; weakness. Indicated
connections depend on gender and bullying nature. Bullying an adolescent leads to smoking, use of alcohol and narcotic staff. Unfortunately in scientific literature
there is a lack of research in which there would be analyzed interdependence of sports and bullying; for example how going in for sports influences the display of
aggression, keeping frombullying and so on; that’s why it is analyzed as depending on risk group factor influencing bullying process.

Analysis of the extent of bullying among testees shows that every tenth adolescent often or very often experiences bullying; half of the testees state that they
sometimes experience it; the rest state that they do not experience bullying (Fig. 1).

Analysis of the extent of bullying in different adolescent groups, depending on their after-school activity, demonstrates statistically significant difference of
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In this research the weightiest factor influencing bullying frequency is a sports one. The frequency of experiencing bullying in athletes group is less (50 percent;
44 percent; 5,0 percent; 1 percent) and differs from non-athletes and risk group adolescents (25 percent; 57 percent; 9 percent and 8 percent) bullying frequency (
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x" =338 ;p = 0,000 ). It is indicated that spreading of bullying among non-athletes and risk group adolescents does not differ significantly (Fig. 2). Thus the
sports factor lowers bullying. This can be explained by the fact that athlete adolescents’ attitude to themselves is better, and they are more confident in themselves
than non-athletes or those belonging to risk groups.
Another factor significantly influencing the frequency of experiencing bullying is the age of testees. The older the testees, the lower the frequency of bullying is
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The lowest frequency of experiencing bullying was noticed in the athletes group. The older the athletes, the lower bullying spreading is (x

p=0021 ). One third of athlete adolescents of the 5-7-grades indicate that they do not bully; and regardless the gender, twice more (60 percent) of the 8-10-grade
athletes state that they experience no bullying. This dependency of non-athletes and risk group adolescent interval was not noticed (Fig. 4).

When researching the frequency of bullying due to gender, it can be stated that girls and boys experience analogical frequency of bullying. Every tenth girl and
every tenth boy often and very often experiences bullying, half of girls and half of boys state that they sometimes experience it. That is characteristic of all three
researched groups. The gender factor does not influence the frequency of experiencing bullying (Fig. 5).
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Fig. 1. Dispersion of bullying frequency among 5-10-grade adolescents
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Fig. 2. Dispersion of bullying frequency among athletes, non-athletes and risk group adolescents

When analyzing experiencing bullying due to gender, the sports factor remains. In the girls’ group the frequency of experiencing bullying, depending on their

_ _ 2 _ _
= 20,0(6) ;p - O’003). In the girls’ group of athletes it is less than in the group of non-athlete girls (?.’. =10403) ;p =0,016
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after-school activity, differs (x
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) and in the risk group of girls (?C ). Spreading of bullying among non-athletes and risk group girls does not differ (Fig. 6).
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Fig. 3. Dispersion of bullying frequency among 5-7 and 8-10-grade adolescents
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Fig. 4. Dispersion of bullying frequency among athletes 5-7 and 8-10-grade adolescents
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Fig. 5. Dispersion of bullying frequency among boys and girls
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Fig. 6. Dispersion of bullying frequency among girls
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In the boys’ group bullying spreading also depends on their after-school activity (?{
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the boys’ group of non-athletes (?.’. =12003) ;p = 0,008
risk group boys does not differ (Fig. 7).
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Fig. 7. Dispersion of bullying frequency among boys

When analyzing the frequency of adolescents bullying others it can be noticed that half of the testees state that they do not bully others, one tenth often do it,
and the rest — fromtime to time (Fig. 8).
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Fig. 8. Dispersion of adolescent bullying at other
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The gender and age factors have little influence on bullying other classmates. Girls state that they bully other coevals rarer than boys (?{ - 1?’(2);
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»=0,000 ) (Fig. 9), and older 8-10-grade adolescents rarely bully younger adolescents of the 5-7 grades (?.’. =10,0(2) ;p = 0,007 ) (Fig. 10).
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Fig. 10 Dispersion of the frequency of teenagers bullying others due to the age
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Fig. 9 Dispersion of the frequency of teenagers bullying others due to the gender

Research data allow stating a weak rectilinear dependence of the frequency of experiencing bullying and bullying coevals in a younger 5-7-grade adolescent

group ( y=0283 p=0 035) This weak rectilinear dependence was also noticed in the athletes group ( y=0183 p=0048

Conclusions. I, When analyzing the frequency of experlencmg bullying among 5-10-grade adolescents, it was established that it depends on gender — girls and
boys experience the same frequency of bullying. The frequency of experiencing bullying depends on after- school activity character and the age factors. The sports
and age factors lower the frequency of experiencing bullying — athletes experience bullying rarer than non-athletes and risk group adolescent; and older (8—10
grades) adolescents experience bullying rarer than younger (5—7 grades) ones. 2. The gender and age factors have weak influence on bullying other classmates. Girls
state that they bully coevals rarer than boys and older 8-10-grade adolescents rarer than younger 5-7-grade ones. 3. When analyzing the frequency of the display of
persons experiencing bullying and their bullying coevals, there was established a low rectilinear dependence of this display on age (5-7 grades) and after-school
activity (in athletes adolescent groups).
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SUMMARY

Lithuanian and foreign scientists state that at schools the scale of aggressiveness and bullying is increasing. According to the empirical research conducted
there are children who constantly experience bullying by peers at school. Analyzing the frequency of experiencin ully]ng among the 5-10-grade adolescents, it was
established that it depends on the gender: girls and %)oys experience the same frequency of bullying. Girls state that they rarer bully coevals than boys; and older 8-
10-grade adolescents - rarer than younger 5-7-grade ones.

Keywords: bullying, athletes, risk group adolescents.

HU. Tununouene, H. Bananmunuene, A. Emenvanosac
MPOABJIEHUE W3AEBATEIBbCTBA CPEIW MMOAPOCTKOB 3AHMMAIOIIMNXCS W HE3BAHU-MAIOILIUXCS CIIOPTOM U BKJIIFOYEHHBIX B
T'PYIITY PUCKA

PE3IOME

JIuToBckHe W 3apyOekHBIE yYCHBIE OOHAPYXKIIM, UYTO BINKOJE INKajda arpecCHBHOCTH H 3alyTHBAHHSA BO3PAacTaeT M KaK JOKa3aHO OSMIUPHIECKHM
UCCJIEIOBAHUEM CYLIECTBYIOT IETH, KOTOPbIE IIOCTOSHHO OLIYIIAIOT 3allyTMBaHME CBEPCTHHKOB B IIKOJE. AHAIM3UPYs 4acTOTy MO3HABIUMX 3aIlyTMBaHUE Cpelu
HoApOCTKOB 5-10 KIaccoB, 6pUI0 0OHAPYIKEHO, YTO ACBOYCK M MATBYUKOB 3aIlyTHBAIOT B PaBHOH cTeTeHH. J[eBOUKH yTBEpI)KAAIOT, UTO OHH PEXe 3aIyTHBAIOT CBOHX
POBECHUKOB, UeM MaJbUUKHU, a TOAPOCTKHU 8-10 KIIACCOB €lle pexe, UeM MOJPOCTKH 5-7 KIACCOB.

Kniwouessle cnoga: 3anyrupaHue, ClIOPTCMEHBI, IOAPOCTKU IPYHIIbI PUCKA.

I Tininoiene, I. Bananminiene, A. Emenvanosac . .
MPOSIBU 3HY IIAHHSI CEPE/I TIIJTITKIB SIKI 3BAUMAKO ThCS 1 HE 3AUMAIOTHCS CIIOPTOM TA BKJIFOYEHHMX JIO I'PYTIU PU3UKY
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PE3IOME

JIutoBCchKi Ta 3apyOiKHI BYCHI BUSBHIIM, 110 B IIKOJI IIIKaJia arPECUBHOCTI Ta 3HYIIAHHS 30UIbIIY €ThCS. EMIIIPUYHUM JIOCII/DKEHHSIM JIOBEJICHO, 110 iCHYIOTh MiTH,
SIKi MTOCTIHHO BiYyBaIOTh 3HYLIAHHA 3 OOKY OJHOJITKIB. AHAJI3yIOYH YacTOTy, TUX XTO Ii3HAaB 3HYLIAHHS cepe MiUITKiB 5-10 KiaciB Oy0 BUSABICHO, 110 JHBYATOK Ta
XIOITYHKIB 3QJISKYIOTh B OJHAKOBIH Mipi. JliBYaTKa CTBEPDKYIOTh, [0 BOHH Pi/llIe 3aJIIKYIOTh CBOIX POBECHHKIB, HDK XITOMTYUKH, a MiTTKA 8-10 KIaciB GUIbII piko, HK
HifUTiTKY 5-7 Kiacis.

Knwouoei cnoea: 3nymanss, 3asKy BaHHS, CIIOPTCM EHH, IVIITKU TPYTIH PU3HKY .



